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IMMUNISATION 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [4.43 pm]: I will be far more charitable to the Leader of the 
House in my contribution. It might not happen often but it will happen today. I do not intend to take up too much 
time because a couple of members want to say a few words; however, I thank the minister for her response today 
on issues surrounding immunisation, particularly for school-aged children and matters surrounding a school in 
Bibra Lake. 
I am pleased that the minister—I know, like myself—has a very strong commitment to ensuring we have a strong 
immunisation program both here in the state and obviously Australia-wide. She outlined her very significant 
concern regarding the situation that has unfolded here in the state in the last couple of weeks. I do not intend to 
say too much about the school in question, but I endorse her comments. The issues she raised about the Department 
of Health having some challenges in accessing students is of particular concern. 
However, I have to take the opportunity, as I have done in this place on a few occasions over my time in this place, 
to raise a general reminder about the importance of having a strong and comprehensive immunisation program. It 
is particularly important when infants who are too young to be immunised against certain disease are put at 
significant risk. 
Regarding the current situation, I have spoken at length about whooping cough in particular. However, with respect 
to measles, we know that at two points in time a combination vaccine is given to children at 12 months and at 
18 months. It is not a particularly nice thing to take a child to have a shot but that is what we have to do. Obviously, 
prior to 12 and 18 months, small children are at significant risk. 
The alert put out by the Department of Health on 4 August indicated the following — 

A substantial number of students exposed at the school have not been vaccinated against measles. The 
school has a metropolitan-wide catchment making it likely additional cases of measles will occur in Perth 
over the coming weeks. 

It states further on — 
Director of Communicable Diseases, Dr Paul Armstrong said approximately 9 out of 10 susceptible 
persons in close contact with a measles patient could develop measles. 
… 
Measles can be especially severe in infants and people with poor immune systems. 
… 
Complications following measles can be serious and include ear infections and pneumonia in about 
10 per cent of cases. Around 40 per cent of cases require hospitalisation and about one person in every 
1,000 will develop encephalitis, an inflammation of the brain. 

All I will say is that it is incumbent on all members of the community to ensure we have a strong immunisation 
program. It is not up to just some of us but all of us. I appreciate that some in our community have a significant 
concern about immunisation. I do not share those concerns. Obviously, at times, tragic consequences can occur 
and that is understood, and no-one wants that. But the benefits of a strong immunisation program are enormous 
and I think everyone in this place knows that. As I say, it is incumbent on all members of the community to ensure 
we have strong immunisation programs endorsed by government. I am pleased the minister has said that she is 
looking through her Department of Education and through the Department of Health at any other measures that 
can be taken to ensure we encourage greater immunisation rates among school-aged children. I indicate to the 
minister that, as the shadow minister, she will have my full support on that. As I said at the beginning, it is not 
only the children themselves but also others, particularly infants too young to be vaccinated, who are at real risk 
when these outbreaks occur. Again, I thank the minister for her response. 
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